
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Curriculum Handbook  

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

Music 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Curriculum Statement  

 

At Eynsham Community Primary 

School, we teach music, first and 

foremost, to help children to feel that 

they are musical, and to develop a life-

long appreciation of music. We focus on 

developing the skills,knowledge and 

understanding that children need in 

order to become confident performers, 

composers and listeners. Our 

curriculum introduces children to music 

from around the world and across 

generations, teaching children to 

respect and appreciate the music of all 

traditions and communities. We aim for 

all pupils to learn that their contributions 

to compositions have value both 

individually and collectively. 

 

Through our delivery of the music 

curriculum, the children will develop the 

musical skills of singing, playing tuned 

and  

untuned instruments, improvising and 

composing music, and listening and 

responding to music. They will develop 

an understanding of the history and 

cultural context of music and learn how 

music can be written down. 

 

 

We are committed to ensuring children 

understand the value and importance of 

music in the wider community, and can 

use their musical skills, knowledge, and 

experiences to involve themselves in 

music, in a variety of different contexts. 

 
 

Intent 
 

At Eynsham Community Primary 

School the intent is to ensure all pupils 

feel that they are musical and to 

develop a life-long love of music.  

 

Children have the opportunity to 

perform, compose their own music  as 

well as exploring the work of others. 

They are introduced to music from all 

around the world, across generations  

 

 

 

gaining respect and appreciation of 

music from all traditions and cultures. 

 

We value Music as an important part of 

children’s entitlement to a broad and 

balanced curriculum. Our curriculum is 

designed to build upon children’s prior 

learning through our progression 

documents and the use of our 

Knowledge Concept Vocabulary 

Organisers. (KCVs) We offer a 

sequence of lessons to help teachers 

ensure they have covered the skills 

required to meet the aims of the national 

curriculum.  

 

 

Children will also develop their interest 

and curiosity about Music through a 

series of lessons offering skills 

progression, knowledge progression 

and offering children the opportunity to 

ask questions and demonstrate their 

skills in a variety of ways. The lessons 

will offer the chance for children to 

develop their emotional expression 

through Music to further enhance their 

personal, social and emotional 

development.  They will also be 



exposed to a range of famous artists 

and composers. 

 

A high-quality Music lesson should 

engage, inspire, and challenge pupils, 

equipping them with the knowledge and 

skills to experiment, invent and create 

and perform their own Music. As 

children progress, they should be able 

to think critically and develop a 

mastered understanding of music 

 
 

Implementation 

The music curriculum at Eynsham 

Primary School is designed to take a 

holistic approach to teaching music, in 

which the individual strands below are 

woven together to create engaging and 

enriching learning experiences: 

 

Performing 

Listening 

Composing 

The history of music 

The inter-related dimensions of music 

 

Each unit combines these strands 

within a topic designed to capture 

pupils’ imagination and encourage them 

to explore music enthusiastically. The 

instrumental scheme lessons in Years 3 

and  5 allow pupils to develop their 

expertise in using a tuned instrument 

over the course of the school year. 

Lessons are designed to be accessible 

to all children, whilst allowing 

opportunities for support, stretch and 

challenge. Delivered weekly, lesson 

content follows the school’s approach to 

the  Rosenshine’s Principles where 

content is regularly revisited and skills 

and knowledge built upon. Pupils are 

encouraged to actively participate in 

musical activities drawn from a range of 

styles and traditions, developing their 

skills and understanding of how music 

works.  

Knowledge organisers have been 

developed for each unit to support 

pupils in building secure foundational 

knowledge and encouraging recall of 

key concepts and vocabulary.  

We encourage singing and listening to 

music everyday within our early years at 

Eynsham Community Primary school. 

We sing a variety of songs and nursery 

rhymes in both our nursery and 

reception classes that allow the children 

to build an enjoyment of singing and 

performing. By the time children move 

on from Eynsham Community  Primary 

School, we hope that all children have 

experienced being a musician or 

performer and that this has helped them 

to develop in a variety of ways. 

 

 
 

Impact 
As a result of the development of Music 

at Eynsham, the children are able to 

become confident performers, 

composers and listeners and can 

express themselves musically at and 

beyond school.  



 

They understand that music comes in a 

range of styles and how music is 

influenced by the wider cultural, social 

and historical contexts in which it is 

developed. As a community school, the 

children will have strong links with our 

school community and as a result can 

see the place that Music holds within 

the ‘real world’. 

 

We want all children to leave Eynsham, 
knowing their own personal music 
identity. Someone who can express 
themselves, their feelings and emotions 
in a variety of ways.  

Recording 

Throughout each unit of our music at 

Eynsham the children will be recorded 

in their first lesson and in the end 

performance in order to show the 

progress they have made within the unit 

that they are studying. The 

performances will be recorded in small 

groups to ensure that all children are 

supported in their own musical journey. 

Children will be able view these 

performances as a class to see their 

own progression within music 

encouraging them to set their own 

goals.  

Assessment 

The impact of our Music curriculum can 
be constantly monitored through both 
formative and summative assessment 
opportunities. There will be an 
opportunity during each lesson for 
teachers to assess pupils against the 
learning objectives and at the end of 
each unit there is often a performance 
element where teachers can make a 
summative assessment of pupils’ 
learning. The knowledge organisers, 
which have been developed to support 
each unit, contain key concept 
questions which can also be used for 
assessment purposes. 

Inclusion 
Music at Eynsham is for everyone. To 
help promote inclusivity, the curriculum 
has been designed to deliver all aspects 
of music. Pupils will be given the 
opportunity to use a range of 
instruments throughout each topic. 
These will be altered and adapted to 
enable all children to access each 
opportunity. The range of topics are 
designed to encourage children with all 
interests to engage with Music.  

 

All Music lessons ensure every child 
has an equal chance of learning, 
regardless of whether they might have 
a disability or a special need.  The ethos 
generated around our lessons 
promotes developing and boosting 
everyone's self-confidence to accept 
themselves as artists and their 
strengths and weaknesses.   

Cultural Capital 
Our school aims to engage all pupils in 
Music. When completing studies of 
existing musicians, the children will be 
exposed to a range of people from 
different genders, backgrounds, ages 
and education or experiences. These 
will include people from all over the 
world  which link to the units of Music 
they’re studying. 
 

Links will be made between all the 

learning the children complete, allowing 

for children with different interests, to be 

engaged with Music. A wide range of 

techniques will be used to ensure 

children from all backgrounds have 

exciting opportunities which they may 

not have access to outside of the school 

environment.



Curriculum Overview  

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 Pulse & Rhythm 
 

Pulse and Rhythm 
KCV 

Tempo 
 

Tempo KCV 

Timbre & 
Rhythmic 
Patterns 

Timbre&Rhythmic 
patterns KCV 

Pitch & Tempo 
 
Pitch and tempo KCV 

Musical 
Vocabulary 
Musical  
vocabulary KCV 

Vocal & Body 
Sounds 
Vocal & body sounds 

Year 2  Western African 
call and 
Response  
Western African call and 
response KCV 

Orchestral 
instruments  
Orchestral Instruments 
KCV 

Musical Me 
Musical me KCV 

On this Island: 
British Songs & 
Sounds 
on this island KCV 

Dynamics, 
Timbre, Tempo 
& Motifs 
Dynamics,Timbre, 
Tempo&motifs KCV 

Myths & 
Legends 
Myths& legends KCV 

Year 3 Violin- Autumn 1 
KCV 

Violin - Autumn 
2 KCV 

violin - spring 1 
KCV 

Violin - Spring 2 
KCV 

Violin - Summer 
1 KCV 

Violin - summer 
2 

Year 4  Body & Tuned 
Percussion 
Body & tuned percussion 
KCV 

 

Rock & Roll 
Rock and Roll KCV 

Changes in 
pitch, tempo and 
dynamics 
changes in Pitch... KCV 

Haiku music and 
performance 
Haiku music and 
performance KCV 

Samba & 
Carnival Sounds 
and Instruments 
Samba and carnival KCV 

Adapting and 
transporting 
Motifs 
Adapting and transporting 
motifs KCV 

Year 5 Brass - Autumn 
1 KCV 

Brass - Autumn 
2 KCV 

Brass- Spring 1 
KCV 

Brass- spring 2 
KCV 

Brass - Summer 
1 KCV 

Brass- summer 
2 KCV 

Year 6 Looping and 
remixing  
Looping and remixing 
KCV 

Musical theatre 
Musical theatre KCV 

 

Dynamics, Pitch 
& Texture 
Dynamics, pitch and 
texture KCV 
 

Film Music  
Film music KCV 

Theme and 
Variations 
Theme and variations 
KCV 

Composing & 
Performing a 
Leavers' Song 
Leavers song KCV 

https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-1/pulse-and-rhythm-all-about-me/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11XXnizBK4AJMgpODgwwsDd7Jpqw896V8ZIWWNzjoxBE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11XXnizBK4AJMgpODgwwsDd7Jpqw896V8ZIWWNzjoxBE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-1/snail-and-mouse/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17xg83zKwTHlBLW5kydej4HSC9gP5NC1XvBZsh0LhuI8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-1/fairy-tales/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-1/fairy-tales/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-1/fairy-tales/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C1d8VRvEp8n39-qtGyHoJH2jYBsA-9p-bAvH3xmpkI8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C1d8VRvEp8n39-qtGyHoJH2jYBsA-9p-bAvH3xmpkI8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-1/pitch-and-tempo-high-fliers/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Wo9w0SLIomJ3hk0Y_-Gr5CvAzxI-cA0psetBSK0IWD0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-1/musical-vocabulary/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-1/musical-vocabulary/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wB2Ks92Uxtcdu-Ifwst93QR4fXHwyhAY_8T-pFi59po/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wB2Ks92Uxtcdu-Ifwst93QR4fXHwyhAY_8T-pFi59po/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-1/by-the-sea/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-1/by-the-sea/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-EVj0zzIZjvc9URrmKZsVAM3AM4sRITSWV7TcVbLm10/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/animals-2/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/animals-2/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/animals-2/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A-3uW9dHzHP-EzrU19kL79-0kTpuTV38VlxrCABD50E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A-3uW9dHzHP-EzrU19kL79-0kTpuTV38VlxrCABD50E/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/traditional-stories/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/traditional-stories/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E953BLVeTrznF0R7FqzVO_vc6aoxbAY6c-fyMkAwSRM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E953BLVeTrznF0R7FqzVO_vc6aoxbAY6c-fyMkAwSRM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/musical-me/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_5mpSbVmlG49MM3TkvPvXHLcrOY95V3XItLgaFoLQSw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/on-this-island/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/on-this-island/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/on-this-island/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bN8rFzvt8PPkJl7UvA77gGu64P7z84U0L9KorxbJbWA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/space/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/space/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/space/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10CniaL9wu-D8SjgMgX3OlGvQl1t21BKmG45Mh4CmftY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10CniaL9wu-D8SjgMgX3OlGvQl1t21BKmG45Mh4CmftY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/ks1-year-2-music-developing-musical-language/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/key-stage-1/year-2/ks1-year-2-music-developing-musical-language/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kuIqEYcTnL3p9Gt0p6bGi8guxDq87zPvFF5XVdTgBEo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/167wyC256O3sE39xzKgIRzl9omG3_QrteqGZHe1nJraY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/167wyC256O3sE39xzKgIRzl9omG3_QrteqGZHe1nJraY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eVXDjmzuI3dZnLJ-72LfEMM1AOBY6hRrPXWyCQEbQ5s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eVXDjmzuI3dZnLJ-72LfEMM1AOBY6hRrPXWyCQEbQ5s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qexpyafEMwgfElG7FclWn6iKVbdNkrP5SBmCrqaRGOU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qexpyafEMwgfElG7FclWn6iKVbdNkrP5SBmCrqaRGOU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M4KJYCOgT-Y1mzEZrU1MTC-hLpbYtzz5LiHLUI5Hzak/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M4KJYCOgT-Y1mzEZrU1MTC-hLpbYtzz5LiHLUI5Hzak/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rtAYUIUmie0M09kBIwwzvUvwu4Ime5eJa97JKJ5QuRo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rtAYUIUmie0M09kBIwwzvUvwu4Ime5eJa97JKJ5QuRo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10qOJbxxkkllIiD4dN_szTZkXyGkOISxYYkPXSBb8smI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10qOJbxxkkllIiD4dN_szTZkXyGkOISxYYkPXSBb8smI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/rainforests/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/rainforests/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xhcxmSVyCVzEwG0Kb1D2tvM_6jeY_Tbuqa6gjk3POMo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xhcxmSVyCVzEwG0Kb1D2tvM_6jeY_Tbuqa6gjk3POMo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/rock-and-roll/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ICvsX7d_20wnAcdWhzaH8jeVD2VXrKJAohOrxJOFf04/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/pitch-dynamics-tempo/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/pitch-dynamics-tempo/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/pitch-dynamics-tempo/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i4_ZZLiDa35j7hkdOs0OkgviRQOCev81lsGT6ifg7dE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/hanami-festival/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/hanami-festival/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11FAcMHLCVF98zK4qqMNNQVoIop2KUAbniiGW6qqoRWo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11FAcMHLCVF98zK4qqMNNQVoIop2KUAbniiGW6qqoRWo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/south-america/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/south-america/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/south-america/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iNXir71DRaOe0IGyT92FcAiQfKqj8t-7IfCmKK7p_OU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/romans/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/romans/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/lower-key-stage-2/year-4/romans/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u_AF9If1vQYLd3tgjo6DM5kBbew5SuvvK2SQjF2Jj04/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u_AF9If1vQYLd3tgjo6DM5kBbew5SuvvK2SQjF2Jj04/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nwKoR9vJHHOUEMu7VG6wulphtYpt8gW0T-UNmwhFx4A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nwKoR9vJHHOUEMu7VG6wulphtYpt8gW0T-UNmwhFx4A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vNJ1AHAhMWHxCajX-Gb4VzVuENBW69QO8AmarTmKSNA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vNJ1AHAhMWHxCajX-Gb4VzVuENBW69QO8AmarTmKSNA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DliVs0W8hzzUErzRuB6Y5d-B6lKDwnfwLp1w4jEmp7c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DliVs0W8hzzUErzRuB6Y5d-B6lKDwnfwLp1w4jEmp7c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Iy6h2sP0QUQJtJgX21ZBne_DG0wgAfrxg5NB3WjSSZQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Iy6h2sP0QUQJtJgX21ZBne_DG0wgAfrxg5NB3WjSSZQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-USb9RWCOW5jz1CLBKLf3exB7dAgJkacH2oKjoWfBGM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-USb9RWCOW5jz1CLBKLf3exB7dAgJkacH2oKjoWfBGM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qKNutnCSpMebpQ1_xOYH5ZmGdoTaY0EGszS5Zhg4KOQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qKNutnCSpMebpQ1_xOYH5ZmGdoTaY0EGszS5Zhg4KOQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-5/dance-music/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-5/dance-music/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EPPlBQybxECophxjJUo9gpiP3OoWJwFMw1tTBANB5BA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EPPlBQybxECophxjJUo9gpiP3OoWJwFMw1tTBANB5BA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-5/musical-theatre/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w7Zc9kUZbRLSPXUDYyVVpm68V4AlQBdTxrPjTO1mnVs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-6/coast-fingals-cave-by-mendelssohn/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-6/coast-fingals-cave-by-mendelssohn/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/165D0qeKHjVnOmMYIQfPWLjE_82wG502YsZLvhd13OpE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/165D0qeKHjVnOmMYIQfPWLjE_82wG502YsZLvhd13OpE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-6/film-music/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10wdiwQUZ5JvTboHLvcH-1IK0zJIGFjV-k7b2dBb_SKk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-6/pop-art/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-6/pop-art/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VQQtbg73gG7J5hBbZZAIECTLurQw79dR6PoEIddjrok/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VQQtbg73gG7J5hBbZZAIECTLurQw79dR6PoEIddjrok/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-6/leavers-song/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-6/leavers-song/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/music/upper-key-stage-2/year-6/leavers-song/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rTW6C6ZP0UyGeq4ZlJrtEHv6oflolW8-WAB2OnzrGrk/edit?usp=sharing


Curriculum Skills Progression - Music 

 

Listening 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5  Year 6 

*Responding to 
music through 
movement, 
altering 
movement to 
reflect the 
tempo, 
dynamics or 
pitch of the 
music.  
 
Exploring lyrics 
by suggesting 
appropriate 
actions.  
 
Exploring the 
story behind the 
lyrics or music.  
 
Listening to and 
following a beat 
using body 
percussion and 
instruments.  
*Considering 
whether a piece 

Recognising and 
understanding the 
difference 
between pulse 
and rhythm. 
*Understanding 
that different 
types of sounds 
are called timbres. 
*Recognising 
basic tempo, 
dynamic and pitch 
changes 
(faster/slower, 
louder/quieter and 
higher/lower). 
Describing the 
character, mood, 
or ‘story’ of music 
they listen to, both 
verbally and 
through 
movement. 
Describing the 
differences 
between two 
pieces of music. 

. Recognising 
timbre changes 
in music they 
listen to. 
Recognising 
structural 
features in 
music they 
*listen to. 
Listening to and 
recognising 
instrumentation. 
*Beginning to 
use musical 
vocabulary to 
describe music. 
Identifying 
melodies that 
move in steps. 
Listening to and 
repeating a 
short, simple 
melody by ear. 
Suggesting 
improvements to 
their own and 
others’ work. 

*Discussing the 
stylistic features of 
different 
genres, styles and 
traditions of music 
using 
musical vocabulary 
(Indian, classical, 
Chinese, 
Battle Songs, 
Ballads, Jazz). 
Understanding that 
music from 
different parts 
of the world has 
different features. 
*Recognising and 
explaining the 
changes 
within a piece of 
music using 
musical 
vocabulary. 
*Describing the 
timbre, dynamic, 
and textural 
details of a piece 

Recognising the 
use and 
development of 
motifs in music. 
*Identifying gradual 
dynamic and tempo 
changes within a 
piece of music. 
Recognising and 
discussing the 
stylistic 
features of different 
genres, styles and 
traditions of music 
using musical 
vocabulary 
(Samba, Rock and 
Roll). 
Identifying common 
features between 
different genres, 
styles and traditions 
of music. 
*Recognising, 
naming and 
explaining the effect 
of the interrelated 

*Recognising and 
confidently discussing 
the 
stylistic features of 
different genres, 
styles 
and traditions of 
music using musical 
vocabulary. (South 
African, West African, 
Musical, Theatre, 
Blues, Dance Remix.). 
*Representing the 
features of a piece of 
music 
using graphic 
notation, and colours, 
justifying 
their choices with 
reference to musical 
vocabulary. 
*Comparing, 
discussing and 
evaluating music 
using detailed musical 
vocabulary. 
*Developing 

*Discussing musical 
eras in context, 
identifying 
how they have 
influenced each 
other, and 
discussing the 
impact of different 
composers 
on the development 
of musical styles. 
Recognising and 
confidently 
discussing the 
stylistic features of 
music and relating it 
to 
other aspects of the 
Arts (Pop art, Film 
music). 
*Representing 
changes in pitch, 
dynamics and 
texture using graphic 
notation, justifying 
their 
choices with 



of music has a 
fast, moderate 
or slow tempo.  
 
Listening to 
sounds and 
matching them 
to the object or 
instrument.  
 
*Listening to 
sounds and 
identifying high 
and low pitch.  
 
Listening to and 
repeating a 
simple rhythm.  
 
Listening to and 
repeating simple 
lyrics.  
 
Understanding 
that different 
instruments 
make different 
sounds and 
grouping them 
accordingly. 
 
 

Expressing a 
basic opinion 
about music 
(like/dislike). 
Listening to and 
repeating short, 
simple rhythmic 
patterns. Listening 
and responding to 
other performers 
by playing as part 
of a group.  

 of music, both 
verbally, and 
through 
movement. 
Beginning to show 
an awareness of 
metre. 
 *Beginning to use 
musical vocabulary 
(related 
to the inter-related 
dimensions of 
music) when 
discussing 
improvements to 
their own and 
others’ work. 

dimensions of 
music. 
*Identifying scaled 
dynamics 
(crescendo/decresc
endo) within a piece 
of 
music. 
*Using musical 
vocabulary to 
discuss the 
purpose of a piece 
of music. 
*Using musical 
vocabulary (related 
to the 
inter-related 
dimensions of 
music) when 
discussing 
improvements to 
their own and 
others’ work. 
 

confidence in using 
detailed 
musical vocabulary 
(related to the 
inter-related 
dimensions of music) 
to discuss 
and evaluate their 
own and others’ work. 

reference to musical 
vocabulary. 
Identifying the way 
that features of a 
song can 
complement one 
another to create a 
coherent 
overall effect. 
*Use musical 
vocabulary correctly 
when 
describing and 
evaluating the 
features of a 
piece of music. 
Evaluating how the 
venue, occasion and 
purpose affects the 
way a piece of music 
sounds. 
*Confidently using 
detailed musical 
vocabulary (related 
to the inter-related 
dimensions of 
music) to discuss 
and evaluate 
their own and others 
work. 

*Also form part of the ‘Inter-related dimensions of music’ strand. 

 

 

 



 

 

Composing 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6  

Playing untuned 
percussion ‘in 
time’ with a piece 
of music.  
 
Selecting 
classroom objects 
to use as 
instruments.  
 
Experimenting 
with body 
percussion and 
vocal sounds to 
respond to music.  
 
Selecting 
appropriate 
instruments to 
represent action 
and mood.  
 
Experimenting 
with playing 
instruments in 
different ways.  
 

Selecting and 
creating short 
sequences of 
sound with voices 
or instruments to 
represent a given 
idea or character.  
 
Combining 
instrumental and 
vocal sounds 
within a given 
structure.  
 
Creating simple 
melodies using a 
few notes.  
 
Choosing 
dynamics, tempo 
and timbre for a 
piece of music.  
 
Creating a simple 
graphic score to 
represent a 
composition.  
 
Beginning to 

Selecting and 
creating longer 
sequences of 
appropriate 
sounds with 
voices or 
instruments to 
represent a given 
idea or character.  
 
Successfully 
combining and 
layering several 
instrumental and 
vocal patterns 
within a given 
structure.  
 
Creating simple 
melodies from five 
or more notes.  
 
Choosing 
appropriate 
dynamics, tempo 
and timbre for a 
piece of music.  
 
Using letter name 

 Composing a 
piece of music in 
a given style with 
voices and 
instruments 
(Battle Song, 
Indian Classical, 
Jazz, Swing).  
 
Combining 
melodies and 
rhythms to 
compose a multi-
layered 
composition in a 
given style 
(pentatonic).  
 
Using letter name 
and rhythmic 
notation (graphic 
or staff), and key 
musical 
vocabulary to 
label and record 
their 
compositions.  
 
Suggesting and 

Composing a 
coherent piece of 
music in a given 
style with voices, 
bodies and 
instruments.  
 
Beginning to 
improvise 
musically within a 
given style.  
 
Developing 
melodies using 
rhythmic variation, 
transposition, 
inversion, and 
looping.  
 
Creating a piece 
of music with at 
least four different 
layers and a clear 
structure.  
 
Using letter name, 
graphic and 
rhythmic notation 
and key musical 

Composing a 
detailed piece of 
music from a 
given stimulus 
with voices, 
bodies and 
instruments 
(Remix, Colours, 
Stories, Drama). 
Improvising 
coherently within 
a given style.  
 
Combining 
rhythmic patterns 
(ostinato) into a 
multi-layered 
composition using 
all the inter-
related 
dimensions of 
music to add 
musical interest. 
 
Using staff 
notation to record 
rhythms and 
melodies.  
 

 Improvising 
coherently and 
creatively within a 
given style, 
incorporating 
given features.  
 
Composing a 
multi-layered 
piece of music 
from a given 
stimulus with 
voices, bodies 
and Instruments.  
 
Composing an 
original song, 
incorporating lyric 
writing, melody 
writing and the 
composition of 
accompanying 
features, within a 
given structure.  
 
Developing 
melodies using 
rhythmic variation, 
transposition and 



make 
improvements to 
their work as 
suggested by the 
teacher. 

and graphic 
notation to 
represent the 
details of their 
composition.  
 
Beginning to 
suggest 
improvements to 
their own work 

implementing 
improvements to 
their own work, 
using musical 
vocabulary. 

vocabulary to 
label and record 
their 
compositions.  
 
Suggesting 
improvements to 
others’ work, 
using musical 
vocabulary 

Selecting, 
discussing and 
refining musical 
choices both 
alone and with 
others, using 
musical 
vocabulary with 
confidence.  
 
Suggesting and 
demonstrating 
improvements to 
own and others’ 
work. 

changes in 
dynamics, pitch 
and texture.  
 
Recording own 
composition using 
appropriate forms 
of notation and/or 
technology and 
incorporating.  
 
Constructively 
critique their own 
and others’ work, 
using musical 
vocabulary. 

*Also form part of the ‘Inter-related dimensions of music’ strand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Performing 

EYFS Year1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Using their voices 
to join in with well-
known songs from 
memory.  
 
Remembering 
and maintaining 
their role within a 
group 
performance.  
 
Moving to music 
with instruction to 
perform actions.  
 
Participating in 
performances to a 
small audience.  
 
Stopping and 
starting playing at 
the right time. 

 Using their 
voices 
expressively to 
speak and 
chant. Singing 
short songs 
from memory, 
maintaining the 
overall shape of 
the melody and 
keeping in time.  
 
Maintaining the 
pulse (play on 
the beat) using 
hands, and 
tuned and 
untuned 
instruments.  
 
Copying back 
short rhythmic 
and melodic 
phrases on 
percussion 
instruments.  
 
Responding to 
simple musical 
instructions 
such as tempo 

 
Using their voices 
expressively when 
singing, including the  
use of basic dynamics 
(loud and quiet).  
 
Singing short songs 
from memory, with 
melodic and rhythmic  
accuracy.  
 
Copying longer 
rhythmic patterns on 
untuned percussion  
instruments, keeping 
a steady pulse.  
 
 
Performing 
expressively using 
dynamics and timbre 
to alter  
sounds as 
appropriate. 
 
 Singing back short 
melodic patterns by 
ear and playing short  
melodic patterns from 
letter notation. 

Singing songs in a 
variety of musical 
styles  
with accuracy and 
control, 
demonstrating  
developing vocal 
technique.  
 
 Singing and 
playing in time with 
peers, with  
some degree of 
accuracy and 
awareness of  
their part in the 
group 
performance.  
 
*Performing from 
basic staff 
notation,  
incorporating 
rhythm and pitch 
and being able  
to identify these 
symbols using 
musical  
terminology. 

 *Singing longer 
songs in a variety of 
musical styles from 
memory, with 
accuracy, control, 
fluency and a 
developing sense of 
expression including 
control of subtle 
dynamic changes.  
 
Singing and playing 
in time with peers 
with accuracy and 
awareness of their 
part in the group 
performance. 
 
 Playing melody 
parts on tuned 
instruments with 
accuracy and control 
and developing 
instrumental 
technique. Playing 
syncopated rhythms 
with accuracy, 
control and fluency. 

Singing songs in 
two or more parts, 
in a variety of 
musical styles from 
memory, with 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression.  
 
*Working as a 
group to perform a 
piece of music, 
adjusting dynamics 
and pitch 
according to a 
graphic score, 
keeping in time 
with others and 
communicating 
with the group.  
 
Performing with 
accuracy and 
fluency from 
graphic and simple 
staff notation.  
 
Playing a simple 
chord progression 
with accuracy and 
fluency 

 Singing songs in two 
or more secure parts 
from memory, with 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression. 
 
 *Working as a group 
to perform a piece of 
music, adjusting the 
interrelated 
dimensions of music 
as required, keeping 
in time with others 
and communicating 
with the group. 
 
 Performing a solo or 
taking a leadership 
role within a 
performance. 
Performing with 
accuracy and fluency 
from graphic and staff 
notation and from 
their own notation.  
 
Performing by 
following a 
conductor’s cues and 
directions. 



and dynamic 
changes as part 
of a class 
performance.  
 
Performing from 
graphic notation 

 

*Also form part of the ‘Inter-related dimensions of music’ strand. 

 

 

 

 

 

  History of Music (KS2 Only) 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Understanding that music from 
different times has different 
features. (Also part of the 
Listening strand) 

 *Recognising and discussing the 
stylistic features of different genres, 
styles and traditions of music using 
musical vocabulary. (Also part of 
the Listening strand) 

 *Confidently discussing the 
stylistic features of different 
genres, styles and traditions of 
music and explaining how these 
have developed over time. (Also 
part of the Listening strand) 

*Discussing musical eras in 
context, identifying how they have 
influenced each other, and 
discussing the impact of different 
composers on the development of 
musical styles. (Also part of the 
Listening strand) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                    Inter-related Dimensions of Music 

 EYFS Year1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Pitch To 
understand 
what ‘high’ 
and ‘ low’ 
notes are.  
 
 
 
 

To understand 
that pitch 
means how 
high or low a 
note sounds.  
 
To understand 
that 'tuned' 
instruments 
play more than 
one pitch of 
notes. 

To know that 
some tuned 
instruments have 
a lower range of 
pitches and some 
have a higher 
range of pitches.  
 
To understand 
that a melody is 
made up from 
high and low 
pitched notes 
played one after 
the other, making 
a tune. 

 To know that the 
group of pitches 
in a song is called 
its 'key' and that a 
key decides 
whether a song 
sounds happy or 
sad. 
 
 To know that 
some traditional 
music around the 
world is based on 
five-notes called a 
'pentatonic' scale.  
 
To understand 
that a pentatonic 
melody uses only 
the five notes C D 
E G A 

To know that a 
bass line is the 
lowest pitch line 
of notes in a 
piece of music, 
and a walking 
bassline (where 
patterns of notes 
go up then down 
again) is common 
in rock and roll.  
 
To know that a 
glissando in 
music means a 
sliding effect 
played on 
instruments or 
made by your 
voice.  
 
To know that 
'transposing' a 
melody means 
changing its key, 
making it higher 
or lower pitched. 

 To understand 
that a minor key 
(pitch) can be 
used to make 
music sound 
sad.  
 
To understand 
that major 
chords create a 
bright, happy 
sound. To know 
that a 'bent note' 
is a note that 
varies in its pitch, 
eg the pitch may 
slide up or down.  
 
To understand 
that varying 
effects can be 
created using 
only your voice, 
for example by 
changing the 
pitch, dynamic or 
tempo of the 
sounds made. 
 
 

 To know that 
the Solfa 
syllables 
represent the 
pitches in an 
octave.  
 
To understand 
that 'major' key 
signatures use 
note pitches that 
sound cheerful 
and upbeat. To 
understand that 
'minor' key 
signatures use 
note pitches that 
can suggest 
sadness and 
tension.  
 
To know that a 
melody can be 
adapted by 
changing its 
pitch. 



Duration To recognise 
that different 
sounds can 
be long or 
short.  
 
 

 To know that 
rhythm means 
a pattern of 
long and short 
notes. 

 To know that 
'duration' means 
how long a note, 
phrase or whole 
piece of music 
lasts.  
 
To know that the 
long and short 
sounds of a 
spoken phrase 
can be 
represented by a 
rhythm. 

 To know that 
different notes 
have different 
durations, and 
that crotchets are 
worth one whole 
beat.  
 
To know that 
written music tells 
you how long to 
play a note for. 

 To know that 
combining 
different 
instruments 
playing different 
rhythms creates 
layers of sound 
called ‘texture’.  
 
To know that 
playing ‘in time’ 
requires playing 
the notes for the 
correct duration 
as well as at the 
correct speed. 
 
 To know that a 
motif in music 
can be a 
repeated rhythm. 

To know that 
‘poly-rhythms’ 
means many 
different rhythms 
played at once.  
 
To know that the 
duration of a 
note or phrase in 
music can be 
shown using a 
repeated symbol 
or the size of a 
symbol on a 
graphic score.  

To understand 
that all types of 
music notation 
show note 
duration.  
 
To understand 
that 
representing 
beats of silence 
or ‘rests’ in 
written music is 
important as it 
helps us play 
rhythms 
correctly. 
 
 To know that a 
quaver is worth 
half a beat, a 
crotchet one 
whole beat and 
a Minim two 
whole beats. 

Dynamic
s 

To 
understand 
that 
instruments 
can be 
played loudly 
or softly.  
 
 

 To know that 
dynamics 
means how 
loud or soft a 
sound is.  
 
To understand 
that sounds 
can be 
adapted to 
change their 
mood, eg 
through 
dynamics. 

To know that 
dynamics can 
change the effect 
a sound has on 
the audience. 

To know that the 
word 'crescendo' 
means a sound 
getting gradually 
louder. 

To know that 
changing the 
dynamics of a 
musical phrase or 
motif can change 
the texture of a 
piece of music. 

 To understand 
that varying 
effects can be 
created using 
only your voice, 
for example by 
changing the 
pitch, dynamic or 
tempo of the 
sounds made. 

To know that a 
melody can be 
adapted by 
changing its 
dynamics. 



Tempo To recognise 
music that is 
‘fast’ or 
‘slow’.  
 
To 
understand 
that we can 
match our 
body 
movements 
to the speed 
(tempo) or 
pulse (beat) 
of music. 
 
 

To know that 
the ‘pulse’ is 
the steady 
beat that goes 
through music.  
 
To know that 
tempo is the 
speed of the 
music. 

 To understand 
that the tempo of 
a musical phrase 
can be changed 
to achieve a 
different effect.  
 
To understand 
that the pulse of 
music can 
change.  
 
To know that my 
voice, body and 
instruments can 
show fast and 
slow beats. 

n/a To know that 
playing in time 
means all 
performers 
playing together 
at the same 
speed. 

 To understand 
that a slow 
tempo can be 
used to make 
music sound 
sad.  
 
To understand 
that varying 
effects can be 
created using 
only your voice, 
for example by 
changing the 
pitch, dynamic or 
tempo of the 
sounds made. 

To know that a 
melody can be 
adapted by 
changing its 
dynamics, pitch 
or tempo. 

Timbre To know that 
different 
instruments 
can sound 
like a 
particular 
character. 

 To know that 
'timbre' means 
the quality of a 
sound; eg that 
different 
instruments 
would sound 
different 
playing a note 
of the same 
pitch.  
 
To know that 
my voice can 
create different 
timbres to help 
tell a story. 

To know that 
musical 
instruments can 
be used to create 
'real life' sound 
effects.  
 
To understand an 
instrument can be 
matched to an 
animal noise 
based on its 
timbre. 

To understand 
that the timbre of 
instruments 
played affect the 
mood and style of 
a piece of music. 

 To know that 
grouping 
instruments 
according to their 
timbre can create 
contrasting 
‘textures’ in 
music.  
 
To understand 
that both 
instruments and 
voices can create 
audio effects that 
describe 
something you 
can see. 
 
 
 
 

To understand 
that human 
voices have their 
own individual 
timbre, and that 
this can be 
adapted by using 
the voice in 
different ways. 

To know that 
timbre can also 
be thought of as 
'tone colour' and 
can be 
described in 
many ways eg 
warm or cold, 
rich or bright. 



Texture To know that 
music often 
has more 
than one 
instrument 
being played 
at a time.  

 To know that 
music has 
layers called 
'texture'. 

 To know that a 
graphic score can 
show a picture of 
the layers, or 
'texture', of a 
piece of music. 

To know that 
many types of 
music from 
around the world 
consist of more 
than one layer of 
sound; for 
example a ‘tala’ 
and ‘rag’ in 
traditional Indian 
music. 

 To know that 
combining 
different 
instruments and 
different rhythms 
when we 
compose can 
create layers of 
sound we call 
'texture'. 
 
 To understand 
that harmony 
means playing 
two notes at the 
same time, which 
usually sound 
good together. 

To understand 
that a chord is 
the layering of 
several pitches 
played at the 
same time. 
 
 To know that 
poly-rhythms 
means many 
rhythms played 
at once. 

 To understand 
that texture can 
be created by 
adding or 
removing 
instruments in a 
piece and can 
create the effect 
of dynamic 
change. To 
know that a 
'counter-subject' 
or 'counter-
melody' 
provides 
contrast to the 
main melody.  
 
To know that a 
counter-melody 
is different to 
harmony 
because it uses 
a different 
rhythm as well 
as 
complementary 
notes. 
 
 To know that a 
‘polyphonic’ 
texture means 
lots of individual 
melodies 
layered 
together, like in 
a canon. 
 



Structure To recognise 
the chorus in 
a familiar 
song. 

 To know that 
a piece of 
music can 
have more 
than one 
section, eg a 
versed and a 
chorus 

To understand 
that structure 
means the 
organisation of 
sounds within 
music, eg a 
chorus and verse 
pattern in a song. 

 To know that in a 
ballad, a 'stanza' 
means a verse.  
 
To know that 
music from 
different places 
often has different 
structural 
features, eg 
traditional 
Chinese music is 
based on the five-
note pentatonic 
scale. 

 To know that 
deciding the 
structure of music 
when composing 
can help us 
create interesting 
music with 
contrasting 
sections. An 
ostinato is a 
musical pattern 
that is repeated 
over and over; a 
vocal ostinato is 
a pattern created 
with your voice.  
 
To understand 
that musical 
motifs (repeating 
patterns) are 
used as a 
building block in 
many well-known 
pieces of music  

To know that a 
loop is a 
repeated rhythm 
or melody, and is 
another word for 
ostinato.  
 
To know that 12-
bar Blues is a 
sequence of 12 
bars of music, 
made up of three 
different chords. 

To know that a 
chord 
progression is a 
sequence of 
chords that 
repeats 
throughout a 
song.  
 
To know that a 
canon is a 
musical 
structure or 
'form' in which 
an opening 
melody is 
imitated by one 
or more parts 
coming in one 
by one.  
 
To know that a 
‘theme’ in music 
is the main 
melody and that 
‘variations’ are 
when this 
melody has 
been changed in 
some way. 
 
 To know that 
ground bass is a 
repeating 
melody played 
on a bass 
instrument in 
Baroque music. 



Notation To know that 
signals can 
tell us when 
to start or 
stop playing. 

To understand 
that music can 
be 
represented by 
pictures or 
symbols. 

 To know that 
'notation' means 
writing music 
down so that 
someone else 
can play it I know 
that a graphic 
score can show a 
picture of the 
structure and / or 
texture of music. 

 To understand 
that 'reading' 
music means 
using how the 
written note 
symbols look and 
their position to 
know what notes 
to play. 

 To know that 
‘performance 
directions’ are 
words added to 
music notation to 
tell the 
performers how 
to play 

 To know that 
simple pictures 
can be used to 
represent the 
structure 
(organisation) of 
music. 
 
 To understand 
that in written 
staff notation, 
notes can go on 
or between lines, 
and that the lines 
show the pitch of 
the note. 

 To know that 
'graphic 
notation' means 
writing music 
down using your 
choice of 
pictures or 
symbols but 
'staff notation' 
means music 
written more 
formally on the 
special lines 
called 'staves'.  
 
To know that 
chord 
progressions 
are represented 
in music by 
Roman 
numerals. 

 

 


