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1. Aims 

This policy aims to: 

• Provide clear guidelines on our school’s approach to formative and summative assessment. 
• Establish a consistent and coherent approach to recording summative assessment outcomes and 

reporting to parents. 
• Clearly set out how and when assessment practice will be monitored and evaluated. 

2. Principles of assessment 

We aim that these principles ensure that: 

• Assessment, the appropriate use of the curriculum and the KCV’s is an integral part of teaching, based 
on best practice, focusing on the curriculum and that it lies at the heart of promoting children’s 
education. 

• High-quality, in-depth teaching is supported and informed by high quality formative assessment. 
(ongoing assessment) 

• The school vision of values of ‘Everyone soaring to success’ is promoted and emphasised, with all 
children given the opportunity to succeed if taught and assessed effectively. 

• Assessment is used to focus on monitoring and supporting children’s progress. This includes a 
thorough gap analysis of each child in order to improve attainment and wider pupil outcomes. 

• Assessment provides information, which is clear, reliable and free from bias and informs teaching 
and learning. 

• Assessment supports informative and productive conversations with pupils and parents. 
• Children take responsibility for achievements and are encouraged to reflect on their own progress, 

understand their strengths and identify what they need to do to improve. 
• We achieve our assessment without adding unnecessarily to teacher workload and do not use it in a 

way that creates unnecessary burdens on staff or pupils. 
• Assessment is inclusive of all abilities, and appropriate assessment is put in place for all children. 
• Assessment is used well to help pupils embed and use knowledge fluently or to check understanding 

and to inform teaching. 

 
3. Assessment approaches 

At Eynsham Community Primary School we see assessment as an integral part of teaching and learning, and 
it is inextricably linked to our curriculum. 

We use 3 broad overarching forms of assessment: daily in-school formative assessment, in-school 
summative assessment and nationally standardised summative assessment. 

 
4. Formative Assessment  
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Example of formative assessment are: 

• Targeted questioning and mini plenaries throughout the lesson. 
• Knowledge/skills retrieval tasks. 
• Marking of pupils’ work and their responses. 
• Live Marking and instant verbal feedback. 
• Observational assessment during group or whole class teaching.   
• Extended unaided writing opportunities. 
• Peer and self-assessment opportunities. 

 
5. Summative assessment  

 
• Baseline assessment in order to measure progress from entry at EYFS to Year 6. 
• Summative judgements. 
• Progression tests e.g. PiXL, EPA summative assessment.  
• Reviews of Learning Plans for pupils with SEN and disabilities.  
• Nationally standardised summative assessment.  

 
Summative data points occur three times a year towards the end of each long term.  
 
For years EYFS-6, we use Arbor and HelloData. For each core subject (or Prime/Specific area of learning), 
teachers will compare pupils’ performance to the expectations of their year group. Teachers will assess 
whether a pupil is Below (Working Towards), Just At (Expected), Securely At (Expected) or Above (Greater 
Depth within) the standard.   
 
Moderation meetings take place, within and between schools, and twice a year, for writing, across the EPA. 
These involve book looks and discussion of judgements.   
 
After each assessment point, teachers meet with a member of the SLT for Pupil Progress Meetings, to 
monitor progress and achievement, as well as gap analysis to agree next steps and targets.  
 
Teachers meet with parents formally on two occasions throughout the year, to discuss pupils’ progress in 
their learning. End of year statutory reports are provided which describe attainment, progress and the pupil’s 
attitude to their learning, as well as their effort and next steps.  
 

6. Inclusion 
The principles of this assessment policy apply to all pupils, including those with special educational needs or 
disabilities. 

Assessment will be used diagnostically to contribute to the early and accurate identification of pupils’ special 
educational needs and any requirements for support and intervention. 
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We will use meaningful ways of measuring all aspects of progress, including communication, social skills, 
physical development, resilience and independence. We will have the same high expectations of all pupils. 
However, this should account for the amount of effort the pupil puts in as well as the outcomes achieved. 

For pupils working below the national expected level of attainment, our assessment arrangements will 
consider progress relative to pupil starting points and take this into account alongside the nature of pupils’ 
learning difficulties. Examples of these assessments can be seen with our use of Maths for Life, B-Squared 
and Connecting Steps. 

 

7. Early Years Foundation Stage Assessment   
 
At Eynsham Community Primary School we place the individual child at the centre of our planning in the 
Early Years.  
 
Observation and on-going formative assessment is at the heart of effective early years practice. We 
achieve this through:   

● Observing children as they act and interact in their play  
● Child initiated activities and planned activities 
● Learning about what the child does at home (having strong relationships at home) 
● Observing what children can do  
● Supporting the child to strengthen and deepen their current learning and development 
● Considering the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in our care.  

 
We use Tapestry to capture and record many of our observations in school which are shared with parents. 
Parents are welcomed to upload and share learning taking place at home on Tapestry. This information is 
then effectively used to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience for each child in all of the areas of 
learning and development. 
 
We record each child’s level of development at intervals throughout the year to ensure children are on track 
to meet the Early Learning Goals from 2 until 5 years old. Tracking grids (via Arbor) in the Prime and Specific 
areas as well as phonics are updated at the end of each half-term. On entry to EYFS, all children undertake a 
baseline that assesses all areas of the Early Learning Goals. We then follow the EPA snapshots to ensure 
consistent assessments throughout the Foundation Stage.    
 
In line with statutory requirements, the school will undertake a summative assessment of each child’s 
development at certain stages:  
• Progress check at age two – a short written summary of children’s development in the prime areas.  
• Reception Baseline Assessment – a short assessment which is taken within the first six weeks of a child 
starting Reception.  
• The EYFS Profile – a comprehensive assessment completed at the end of the EYFS to provide a well-
rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, attainment against the early learning 
goals (ELGs), and their readiness for Year 1.  
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8. Progress check at age two 
This progress check will identify children’s strengths and any areas where their progress is less than 
expected.  
 
If there are any significant emerging concerns, or a child is identified with SEND, the school will work with 
parents and relevant professionals to develop a targeted plan to support the child’s future learning and 
development.  
 
The written summary provided to parents will highlight:  
• Areas in which the child is progressing well.  
• Areas in which some additional support might be needed.  
• Areas where there is a concern that a child may have a developmental delay.  
• The activities and strategies the school intends to adopt to address any issues or concerns.  
 
The school will encourage parents to share information from the progress check with other relevant 
professionals, e.g. health visitors. 
 
If a child moves to a new provider between the ages of two and three, the setting where they have spent 
the most time will complete the progress check.  
 

9. Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA)  
 
Within the first six weeks of children starting school, staff will conduct the RBA.  
The RBA:  
• Is an activity-based, age-appropriate assessment of children’s ability in early mathematics, literacy, 
communication and language.  
• Will be used to create a baseline for school-level progress measures and will measure the progress 
children make from Reception until the end of Year 6.  
 
When carrying out assessment and reporting functions, the school will administer the RBA in compliance 
with the provisions outlined within both the ‘Reception baseline assessment and reporting arrangements 
(ARA)’ document. 
 
After completion of the RBA, EYFS practitioners will receive a series of short, narrative statements that tell 
them how pupils performed in the assessment – the school will use these to inform their teaching 
approaches.  
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10. Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP)  
 
To summarise and describe children’s learning and development at the end of the EYFS the school must 
complete an EYFSP for each child.  
 
This assessment will take place in the summer term of the academic year when a child reaches 5 years old.  
 
The children are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are: 
 • Meeting expected levels of development (expected) or,  
• Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’)  
 
The profile reflects ongoing observations and discussions with parents and carers. The results of the profile 
are then shared.  The profile is moderated internally and in partnership with other local schools, to ensure 
consistent assessment judgements.  
 

11. National standardised assessments   
 
These will be used to provide information on how children are performing in comparison to children 
nationally. Nationally standardised summative assessment enables SLT to benchmark the school’s 
performance against other schools locally and nationally, and make judgements about the school’s 
effectiveness. The government and Ofsted will also make use of nationally standardised summative 
assessment to provide a starting point for Ofsted’s discussions, when making judgements about the school’s 
performance.  
 
At key points through primary school, children are assessed against national expectations. These are:  

• End of EYFS  
• End of Year 1 (Phonics Screening)  
• End of KS1 (Year 2 SATs -  non-statutory)            
• Year 4 Multiplication Table Checks   
• End of KS2 (Year 6 SATs)   

 
The outcomes of these assessments are reported to parents at the end of the academic year. 
 

12. Roles and Responsibilities   
 
Assessment Leader:   

• Ensure that teachers are informed about the expectations regarding the collection of data.   
• Work alongside teachers and middle leaders to complete end of year data returns for    EYFS, KS1, 

Year 1 Phonics and KS2 and submit them to the local authority.  
• Manage Arbor for teachers and Governors  
• Ensure pupils are tracked carefully so they are making progress across the year.  

 



Eynsham Community Primary School Assessment Policy 
 

8 
 

Governing Body:  
• Hold the Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team (SLT) to account for attainment and progress of 

pupils in the school.  
• Ensure strengths are recognised and areas for development are identified and addressed.   

 
Headteacher and SLT:   

• Members of teaching staff are accountable for pupil attainment and progress through the 
monitoring of assessment data and performance management targets.   

• Support teachers in making assessment judgements by holding termly moderation meetings, 
 
Subject Leaders:  

• Track progression and attainment in their subject at least termly, to ascertain coverage, impact and 
any gaps in learning  
 

Teachers:   
• Carry out regular, accurate assessment of pupils (recording this on Arbor). 
• Provide high quality feedback and use assessment information to inform planning  
• Ensuring statutory assessments at the end of EYFS, KS1 and KS2 are met as well as Y1 phonics. 
• Carry out reviews for pupils with SEND. 
• Attend termly pupil progress meetings with SLT/middle leaders.  
• Write end of year annual reports outlining progress and attainment of children in relation to 

National Curriculum age related expectations.   
 

13. Assessing English and Maths  

Writing  

Teachers will continually assess pupils’ writing via marking, observation and questioning, adapting planning 
to ensure identified gaps are taught and assessed.    
 
All teachers will formally assess writing three times per year. The English subject lead will ensure moderation 
takes place, so all staff are secure in their assessment of writing. The EPA English lead (also a Local Authority-
trained Moderator) visits the school at least twice a year to support teacher judgements and advise on steps 
for development.  
 
Summative data is uploaded to Arbor at three assessment points. 

Reading:  

Reading skills are taught every week in every class and teachers promote reading for pleasure. Teachers will 
continually assess pupils’ outcomes via formative assessment as described above. Pupils are tested using 
PIRA/ PiXL assessments in the autumn, spring and summer term.  
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At the end of year 2 and 6 all pupils take the SATs tests in Reading.  
 
Summative data is recorded three times a year on Arbor, in order to measure attainment and progress, each 
term.  

Phonics:  

The national phonics screening check is taken individually by all children in Year 1 in England and is 
undertaken in June.  
 
Pupils in Y1 are base-lined against the screening check in early September, and EYFS are base-lined using the 
40+ graphemes.  
 
Children who do not pass the phonics screening check in year 1 will be rescreened at the end of Year 2. 
Ongoing provision then continues for these children in Key Stage Two. 

Maths:  

Maths is taught daily with a Teaching for Mastery approach. Teachers will continually assess pupils’ 
outcomes via formative assessment as described above. Pupils are tested using EPA/ PiXL assessments in the 
autumn, spring and summer term.  
 
At the end of year 2 and 6 all pupils take the SATs tests in Maths.  
At the end of each Assessment Point in Years 1, 2, 3 and 5, children will be assessed in their fluency skills of 
the four operations where appropriate. 
 
Summative data is recorded three times a year on Arbor, in order to measure attainment and progress each 
term.   
 
At the end of year 2 and 6 all pupils take the national SATs tests in Maths and are graded accordingly.  
 
At the end of Year 4, pupils take the national Multiplication Tables Check.   
 
All year groups complete EPA fluency assessments in KS1 and KS2. 
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14. Assessment in Non-Core Subjects 

Science Summative assessment is recorded each term on Arbor. To form these final 
judgments teachers will: 

● Every lesson begins with a review of previous learning, using regular low 
stakes quizzes, concept cartoons, PNI etc. to revise and recall key scientific 
knowledge from previous learning intentions.   

● Use Key Concept Questions to elicit understanding from a scientific unit. 
Teachers will introduce these questions within lessons or as Green to Grows 
for children to demonstrate 
their understanding. 

● Will tick Learning objectives 
that have clear end points for 
each lesson. Each learning 
objective has success criteria that refers to knowledge and scientific skills. 
One tick signifies whether a child is ‘working towards’. Two ticks show that a 
child is ‘AT age related expectations,’ and three ticks highlight that a child is 
‘Greater Depth.’ 

● Provide an end of year formal assessment that contains a range of questions 
from previous scientific units. Here, children will demonstrate how much 
scientific knowledge they have retained over the course of the year.   
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Geography and 
History 

Summative assessment is recorded each term on Arbor. To form these final 
judgments teachers will: 

● Every lesson begins with a review of previous learning. For example, this can 
be the use of a low stakes quiz, recap of a geographical skill or analysis of an 
artefact to revise and recall key historical and geographical knowledge from 
previous learning intentions.   

● Provide a start of unit history and geography assessment (two knowledge 
and one skills based question)  before a new topic begins in order to 
demonstrate how much historical and geographical knowledge the children 
have retained from the previous topic   

● Use Key Concept Questions to elicit understanding from a history or 
geography unit. Teachers will introduce these questions (after completing a 
series of lessons) in the form of Green to Grows for children to demonstrate 
their understanding. 

● Use GD portfolios to support and inform their judgements. 
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RE 
Each unit of work has an assessment piece during lesson 5 which has descriptors to 
use to make a best fit judgement. Teachers will also use:  

● Regular low stakes quizzes 
● Key Concept Questions - Green to Grows/Input 
● Teacher assessment - Using KCVs 
● Summative on Arbor every Assessment Point  
● High level questioning. 
● Use of GD portfolios  

These judgements will then be recorded on Arbor during each assessment window.  

P.E 
Teachers will assess P.E through the use of observations and high level questioning. 
Teachers will base judgements by: 

● Assessing the prior learning of skills within a unit a unit of work.   
● Listening to child responses from teacher questioning – supplemented by the 

Get Set questions throughout lessons 
● Observing the breakdown of skills throughout the unit.   

● Analysing child responses to specific KCV key concept questions. 

● Providing a ‘best fit’ using the online assessment framework on Get Set for PE.  
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MFL 
Summative assessment is recorded each term on Arbor. To form these final 
judgments teachers will: 

● Use Language Angels end of unit assessments to form final judgments. These 
assessments test a child’s ability to listen, read and write in a foreign 
language. See below. 

Will use the guidance and judgement of an external EPA language teacher to 
formulate end of term judgements.    
 
 

Art and DT Summative assessment is recorded each term on Arbor. To form these final 
judgments teachers will: 

● Use the assessment resources provided from the Kapow scheme. This 
includes a bank of visual, pre-assessed examples for comparative 
assessment. See Below.  

● Will use GD portfolios to support and inform their judgements. These 
portfolios are moderated judgments that have been agreed by EPA staff. 
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PSHE Summative assessment is recorded after each assessment point on Arbor. To 
form these final judgments teachers will: 

● Form teacher assessments based on verbal responses and knowledge that 
has been demonstrated in the classroom with classroom discussion and 
within PSHE books.  

● Jigsaw provides example statements and exemplars to aid teacher 
assessment. See below. 

 

Computing Summative assessment is recorded each term on Arbor. To form these final 
judgments teachers will: 

● Provide a quiz at the beginning and end of each unit (when appropriate)to 
determine whether pupils have made progress across a unit. 

● Will set activities on Google Classroom which will provide opportunities 
for children to showcase their learning. Teachers will then assess based on 
outcomes demonstrated seen in the lesson.  

● Will use GD portfolios to support and inform their judgements. 
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Music 
Our music curriculum can be constantly monitored through both formative and 
summative assessment opportunities. There will be an opportunity during each 
lesson for teachers to assess pupils against the learning objectives and assessment 
descriptors from Kapow. At the end of each unit there is often a performance 
element where teachers can make a summative assessment of pupils’ learning. 
Teachers are expected to electronically record elements of the children’s 
performances in the first and last lesson of a unit (when appropriate) to support 
their assessment. Final judgments will then be made at each assessment point on 
Arbor, using the assessment descriptors to support this.   
The knowledge organisers, which have been developed to support each unit, 
contain key concept questions which can also be used for assessment purposes. 
In Year 3 and Year 5, a professional from the music service makes judgements based 
on the children’s attainment in violin and brass. They use the Learning Objectives on 
the KCVs to assess against whether the children are working below, at ARE or 
Above.  
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